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among older people are often mistaken for other condi-
tions associated with the aging process. Uncle Joe is taken
to the hospital with a broken arm, but nobody bothers to
wonder whether Joe might have hurt himself because he’d
been drinking,” she says.

“Some family members may say of their older relations,
‘oh, let them drink.” But it’s a grave mistake to believe that
older persons have little to gain from alcoholism treatment.”

Marion points to an A.A. member she knew who
passed away at 89, after six years of sobriety in Alcoholics
Anonymous. “He had shared that his years in A.A. were
the best in his life.”

Marion, who started a sober over sixty meeting in the
town where she lives in Hawaii, says that “people sober for
many years may drift away from meetings when meetings
don’taddress issues they now care about particularly.”

Wayne G., an A.A. member in Sedona, Arizona, is the
chairman of next year’s Sober Over Sixty Conference,
which will be held in Sedona. “T am 65 and don’t consider
myself old, though they say that old is always 10 vears
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Committee. We said that the process of aging was not a

special need but a ‘universal phase of life,” with its own
blessings and challenges. We believe we’re here to stay.”
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